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machus (1042-54). But this is not enough: the dynasty of
Rurik traces its descent from the brother of Augustus. Thus
did Russia become the heir of Rome and of Byzantium, the
sole defender of the orthodox faith. 'Holy Russia' was born:
Christian Tsar and Christian Church were united in a
common mission. The faith of the Byzantine Caesars, the
confidence that their rule was stayed on God, was planted
securely, as men thought, on Russian soil.
Likewise Russia made its own the Byzantine theory of
imperial authority. The Muscovite Tsar as defender of the
faith summons the Councils of the Church, determines their
composition, propounds the subjects for their discussion,
and gives to their decisions the force of law. 'As God in
Heaven, so is on earth the Tsary, says the Russian proverb.
And then wider horizons opened up: in reunion with the
Greek Church the Tsar could take the lead as defender of
the Eastern Patriarchates, as liberator of the Balkans from
the rule of the Turk. But union with the Greeks carried
with it the revision, on the basis of Greek texts, of the
service books of the Russian Church. The guardian of
orthodoxy—'Holy Russia'—was to go to school with those
who had betrayed the faith at the Council of Florence. And
western currents began to flow eastwards: a new spirit of
inquiry and research led to the opening of schools in Moscow;
the teaching of Greek and Latin grammar, the study of
rhetoric invaded the world of tradition. New naturalistic
icons were painted 'with red lips, curly hair and thick
muscles'. Literature for the Russian had meant in a word
edification (Jagoditsch), and as for the new spirit of inquiry
blowing from the West the traditionalists had their answer:
'Do not seek learning, seek humility.' 'The fishermen of
the Gospels were not learned in books: they had found wis-
dom through the Holy Ghost and thus were given the power
to draw to themselves the whole world.' Profane learning
was the breeding-ground of arrogance: 'learning is the
coming of Anti-christ.'
The new age found its embodiment in Nikon appointed
Patriarch of Russia in 1652. Nikon, the Russian Cerularius,
who sought to set the Church above the State, began ruth-

